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A special thanks to Bayer for sponsoring the 2018 ARA Annual Report1 2
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Chairman’s Message President’s Message

P e r u s i n g  a n  a d v a n c e  c o p y  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  A n n u a l  R e p o r t 
b r o u g h t  b a c k  v e r y - r e c e n t  m e m o r i e s  o f  a  w h i r l w i n d  y e a r  a s 
a s s o c i a t i o n  C h a i r m a n .  A n d  t h a t  b r i e f  l i t t l e  t r i p  d o w n  m e m -
o r y  l a n e  b e g a n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  w i t h  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  h i s 
s t a f f ,  p r o c e e d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  i n t o 
t h e  v a r i o u s  c o m m i t t e e s ,  t h e n  w o u n d  u p  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r 
m e m b e r s  w i t h  w h o m  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e 
y e a r.   A l l  a l o n g  t h e  w a y,  t h e  c a l i b e r  a n d  q u a l i t y  a n d  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  a m a z e ,  a n d  I  c a m e  b a c k  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  a 
p r o f o u n d  s e n s e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  t h e  h o n o r  o f 
b e i n g  y o u r  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  f o r  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h 
s u c h  q u a l i t y  p e o p l e .  

P e o p l e  m a k e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  o u r  b u s i n e s s e s 
o r  t h i s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n d  w e  a r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  i n 
b o t h  c a s e s ,  t o p  t o  b o t t o m .

W e  c o m p l e t e d  o u r  f i v e - y e a r  u p d a t e  o f  o u r  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n 
t h i s  y e a r  a n d  p o s i t i o n e d  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  f o -
c u s  a s  w e  a d a p t  i t  t o  r e m a i n  r e l e v a n t  i n  t h i s  e v e r - c h a n g i n g 
i n d u s t r y.   W e  r e - f o c u s e d  u p o n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s 
o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a f f i r m e d  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  f i g h t 
t h e  g o o d  f i g h t  a t  b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l e v e l s .

T h e  g a v e l  w a s  h a n d e d  t o  Tr o y  J o h n s o n  l a s t  N o v e m b e r  w i t h 
u t t e r  a n d  c o m p l e t e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  o u r  A s -
s o c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .

T h a n k  y o u ,  a g a i n ,  f o r  t h e  h o n o r  o f  b e i n g  y o u r  C h a i r m a n .

J o h n  O s t e r
2018  A R A  C h a i r m a n
M o r r a l  C o m p a n i e s

W.  D a r e n  C o p p o c k
A R A  P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O

T h e  y e a r  2 0 1 8  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  o n e  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e s  i n  t h e  a g  r e t a i l 
i n d u s t r y  a n d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  s c i e n -
t i f i c  a n d  l e g a l  s q u a b b l e s  o v e r  d i c a m b a ,  g l y p h o s a t e  a n d  c h l o r p y r i f o s , 
f i r e s  a n d  f l o o d s ,  a n d  l o s t  e x p o r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d u e  t o  t a r i f f  r e t a l i a -
t i o n  w e r e  j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  o u r  m e m b e r s  t h i s 
p a s t  y e a r.  I n  t h i s  r e p o r t  y o u ’ l l  s e e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  A R A 
e n g a g e d  o n  y o u r  b e h a l f  d u r i n g  2 0 1 8 .

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  w a s  a n  e n t e r t a i n i n g  p l a c e  t o  l i v e  a n d  w o r k  i n  2 0 1 8 .  
D e e p e n i n g  p a r t i s a n s h i p  m a d e  a n y  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  w o r k  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t , 
a n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  w i t h  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  W h i t e 
H o u s e  a n d  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  e n d e d  w i t h  a n  h i s t o r i c  n u m b e r 
o f  R e p u b l i c a n  H o u s e  r e t i r e m e n t s  a n d  a  s w i n g  t o  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n t r o l 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  i n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8  e l e c t i o n s .  A s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  g r a v i t y 
f o r  e a c h  p a r t y  m o v e s  f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r,  A R A  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t r y 
t o  w o r k  w i t h  b o t h  s i d e s  o n  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  g o a l s  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s .

T h e s e  s w i n g s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p e n d u l u m  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r 
c o n s t a n t  s u p p o r t  o f  y o u r  a d v o c a c y  a r m  i n  A R A .  A  s w i n g  f r o m  h y p e r -
r e g u l a t i o n  t o  d e - r e g u l a t i o n  d o e s n ’ t  r e m o v e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  w o r k 

A R A  d o e s  –  i t  j u s t  c h a n g e s  t h e  g a m e  f r o m  d e f e n s e  t o  o f f e n s e .  W e ’ r e 
w o r k i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c y  g a i n s  d u r a b l e  s o  t h e y  w i l l  b e 
h a r d e r  t o  u n d o  w h e n  t h e  p e n d u l u m  s w i n g s  t h e  o t h e r  w a y.  A t  t h e  s a m e 
t i m e  w e ’ r e  p u s h i n g  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  m a r k e t  m a l -
a i s e  c r e a t e d  b y  o n g o i n g  t r a d e  d i s p u t e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d 
a r e  l o n g  o v e r d u e  a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  b u t  p r e f e r a b l y  i n  a  w a y 
w h e r e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f a r m  s e c t o r  d o e s n ’ t  b e a r  t h e  c o s t  t o  r e s o l v e 
i s s u e s  i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s .

S t a y i n g  c l o s e  t o  m e m b e r  n e e d s  i s  c r i t i c a l  f o r  o u r  s u c c e s s ,  a s  y o u ’ l l 
s e e  i n  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s u m m a r y  o f  o u r  n e w  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n .  I t  a l s o 
r e q u i r e s  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  m e m b e r s  i n  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  B o a r d ,  c o m m i t -
t e e s ,  t a s k  f o r c e s ,  a n d  o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  m e m b e r s  t h a t  t h e y  v a l u e .  
W e  h a v e  a n  e n g a g e d  a n d  f o c u s e d  B o a r d  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  t a l e n t e d  s t a f f 
t e a m .  U n d e r l y i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  m e m -
b e r s ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  w e  g r a t e f u l l y  t h a n k  y o u  a s  w e  l o o k  t o  t h e  y e a r 
a h e a d .
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ARA Refocuses Strategy for 2019-2022
A R A’ s  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  m e t  i n  m i d s u m m e r  o f  2 0 1 8  t o  r e v i e w  A R A’ s  p r o g r e s s  a g a i n s t  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  a n d  t o  d e v e l o p  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  f o r 
t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s .   A s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  t w o  r e v i e w s ,  t h e  B o a r d  m a d e  s o m e  r e f i n e m e n t s  b u t  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n 
o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e :  s p e c i f i c a l l y,  i t s  e m p h a s i s  o n  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  a d v o c a c y,  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e s .   T h e  B o a r d  a n d  a p p r o v e d 
t h e  p l a n  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8 .

F i v e  s p e c i f i c  t h e m e s  a r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  a s  s t r a t e g i c  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  A R A  i n  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s .

O u r  M i s s i o n
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
T h e  n e e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d  –  w i t h  m e m b e r s , 
n e w s  m e d i a ,  r e g u l a t o r s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c 
–  r o s e  t o  t h e  t o p  a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  e x p a n d e d  e m p h a s i s .   W o v e n  
t o g e t h e r  b y  a  n e w  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p l a n ,  A R A  w i l l 
r e v a m p  a n d  e x p a n d  i t s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  o n l i n e  p r e s e n c e .  
T h i s  a r e a  w a s  d e e m e d  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  t h a t  a  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f 
s t a f f  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  s u p p o r t .

P u b l i c  P o l i c y
A R A’ s  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  r e m a i n  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n 
r e t a i l e r s  j o i n  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  a  v e r y  h i g h  d i r e c t  r e t u r n  o n  
i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s .   To  e n h a n c e  o u r  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t , 
y o u ’ l l  s e e  u s  c o m m u n i c a t e  m o r e  o f t e n  a n d  i n  m o r e  b i t e - s i z e d 
p i e c e s  t o  m e m b e r s  a b o u t  p o l i c y  i s s u e s ,  d e v e l o p  r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
i n  a  C o n g r e s s  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  m e m b e r s ,  
c o o r d i n a t e  m o r e  a c t i v e l y  w i t h  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o n  i s s u e s  t h a t 
c o u l d  b e c o m e  n a t i o n a l  p r e c e d e n t s ,  a n d  e x p a n d  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o 
s u p p o r t  t h e  c a m p a i g n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e - f r i e n d l y  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t o r s 
t h r o u g h  o u r  P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  ( A R A P A C ) .

M e m b e r s h i p
T h e  l i f e b l o o d  o f  a n y  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  i t s 
m e m b e r s .   B y  d e s i g n  w e  a r e  v e r y  r e l i a n t  o n  d u e s  t o  m a i n t a i n 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  k e e p s  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s  v e r y  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d 
w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s .   A s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n s  s h r i n k  t h e 
p o o l  o f  b o t h  m e m b e r s  a n d  n o n - m e m b e r s ,  A R A  r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  
r e t e n t i o n  e f f o r t s  t a k e  o n  a d d e d  i m p o r t a n c e .

M e m b e r  I n t i m a c y
T h e  t e r m  “ m e m b e r  i n t i m a c y ”  c a m e  u p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e 
s u m m e r  r e t r e a t ,  a n d  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  A R A  l e a d e r s h i p 
a n d  s t a f f  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  s h o e s  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  f i r s t h a n d .   W e  a r e  m a k i n g  a  p r i o r i t y  o f  i n c l u d i n g 
m e m b e r  v i s i t s  w h e n  o u r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  t r a v e l  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s , 
a n d  w e  i n v i t e  m e m b e r s  t o  l e t  u s  k n o w  i f  t h e y ’ d  l i k e  a  v i s i t .  
W e ’ r e  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  c u s t o m i z e  o u r  o f f e r i n g s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t 
n o t  a l l  m e m b e r s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  n e e d s  f r o m  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n .

G o v e r n a n c e
W e’ r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  t w o  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l 
i s s u e s :  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s t r u c t u r e d 
s o  t h a t  r e t a i l e r s  c o n t r o l  t h e  a g e n d a  n o w  a n d  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e , 
a n d  s e e k i n g  s y n e r g i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n 
A R A’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  r e t a i l e r s .

S t r a t e g i c  g u i d a n c e  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  A R A  B o a r d  h a s  l a i d  o u t  a  f o c u s e d 
a n d  a m b i t i o u s  m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s .

O u r  V i s i o n
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C O N G R E S S  P A S S E S  2 0 1 8  F A R M  B I L L ,  S I G N E D  I N T O  L A W  B Y 
P R E S I D E N T  T R U M P
I n  D e c e m b e r,  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a  F a r m  B i l l  t h a t  l a r g e l y  e x t e n d e d 
p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  f o r m .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e 
a n d  S e n a t e  v e r s i o n s ,  a  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d  w h i c h 
o v e r s a w  m o n t h s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e f o r e  r e l e a s i n g  a  f i n a l  r e p o r t 
a n d  p a s s i n g  i n  b o t h  c h a m b e r s .  W h i l e  A R A  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  e f f o r t s 
o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  e n s u r e  c r o p  i n s u r a n c e ,  c o m m o d i t y  s a f e t y  n e t s , 
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  k e p t  i n t a c t , 
w e  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i s s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e g u l a t o r y  r e f o r m s .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t o r y  r e f o r m s  w e r e 
i n c l u d e d  i n  A R A’ s  2 0 1 8  p o l i c y  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  C a p i t o l  
H i l l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e m  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e 
H o u s e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  b u t  u l t i m a t e l y  s t r i p p e d  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i n  c o n f e r e n c e .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e y  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  2 0 1 9  p o l i c y 
p r i o r i t y  l i s t .  ( P i c t u r e d  p a g e  8 ) .

C H E M I C A L  F A C I L I T Y  A N T I - T E R R O R I S M  S T A N D A R D S  ( C F A T S )
T h e  C h e m i c a l  F a c i l i t y  A n t i - Te r r o r i s m  S t a n d a r d s ’  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a u t h o r i t y  w a s  s e t  t o  e x p i r e  i n  D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 1 8 .   I n  F e b r u a r y,  
C H S ’ s  d i r e c t o r  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  P e t e  M u t s c h l e r 
t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y 
m a k i n g  t h e  c a s e  t o  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  p r o g r a m .  I n  D e c e m b e r  o f 
2 0 1 8 ,  C o n g r e s s  g r a n t e d  a n  1 8 - m o n t h  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n .   

W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S  D E V E L O P M E N T  A C T
O n  O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 1 8 ,  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  Tr u m p  s i g n e d  i n t o  
l a w  “A m e r i c a ’ s  W a t e r  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  A c t ”  ( S .  3 0 2 1 ) ,  w h i c h 
r e a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  w a t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o g r a m s .  T h i s  b i p a r t i s a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( P . L .  1 1 5 - 2 7 0 )  s u p p o r t e d 
b y  A R A  p r o v i d e s  n e e d e d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  p o r t s ,  l o c k s , 
d a m s ,  c h a n n e l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  m a r i t i m e  
a n d  w a t e r w a y s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s .   I t  a l s o  b u i l d s  o n  p r e v i o u s  
r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  ( C o r p s )  t o  f u r t h e r 
a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  m o v i n g  p r o j e c t s  f o r w a r d  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t l y  a n d  a t  l o w e r  c o s t .  C o n g r e s s  i n c l u d e d  a  p r o v i s i o n  i n 
t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h e  C o r p  t o  f u l l y  e n g a g e 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s .

T h e  U . S .  i n l a n d  w a t e r w a y s  s y s t e m  p r o v i d e s  t h e  l o w e s t - c o s t ,  m o s t 
f u e l - e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y  w a y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  
p r o d u c t s .  E x p o r t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g o o d s  a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f 
o u r  e c o n o m y,  m a k i n g  u p  2 0  p e r c e n t  o f  f a r m  i n c o m e  a n d  s u p p o r t 
m o r e  t h a n  1  m i l l i o n  j o b s .  S e v e n t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  U . S .  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
e x p o r t s ,  v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 2 8  b i l l i o n ,  a r e  w a t e r b o r n e ,  a n d  e v e r y  
$ 1  b i l l i o n  i n  U . S .  e x p o r t s  s h i p p e d  t h r o u g h  p o r t s  s u p p o r t s  1 5 , 0 0 0 
U . S .  j o b s .  O u r  n a t i o n ’ s  l o c k  a n d  d a m  s y s t e m s  a r e  i n  u r g e n t  n e e d 
o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  M o s t  l o c k s  a n d  d a m s  w e r e 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a n d  3 0 s  a n d  h a v e  f a r  e x c e e d e d  t h e i r  5 0 - y e a r 
d e s i g n  l i f e s p a n .  I n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  7 0 0  p e r c e n t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  u n s c h e d u l e d  s t o p p a g e s  f o r  r e p a i r s .

T h e  i n l a n d  w a t e r w a y s  s y s t e m  c u r r e n t l y  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e r s 
p a y i n g  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  i n l a n d  w a t e r w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a n d  m a j o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h  a  2 9 - c e n t - p e r - g a l l o n  
d i e s e l  f u e l  t a x  p a i d  i n t o  t h e  I n l a n d  W a t e r w a y s  Tr u s t  F u n d  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  m a t c h i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  C o m m e r c i a l  u s e r s  a r e 
t h e  o n l y  p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  p a y  i n t o  t h i s  t r u s t  f u n d  w h i l e  t h e 
b e n e f i t s  a r e  e n j o y e d  b y  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r s .

F o r  2 0 1 9 ,  A R A  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  C o n g r e s s  p r i o r i t i z e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e 
$ . 8 7  b i l l i o n  b a c k l o g  o f  2 5  c r i t i c a l  i n l a n d  w a t e r w a y s  p r o j e c t s  a s 
w e l l  a s  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  H a r b o r  M a i n t e n a n c e  Tr u s t  F u n d ’ s  c u r r e n t 
$ 9  b i l l i o n  s u r p l u s  b e  u s e d  f o r  d r e d g i n g  a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r w a y 
m a i n t e n a n c e .

O S H A  R E G I O N A L  E M P H A S I S  P R O G R A M
I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
( O S H A )  a n n o u n c e d  a  R e g i o n a l  E m p h a s i s  P r o g r a m  ( R E P )  i n  O S H A 
R e g i o n s  V I  a n d  V I I  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o o k i n g  a t  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  O S H A 
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a n h y d r o u s  a m m o n i a  a n d  a m m o n i u m  n i t r a t e .   O S H A 
a n n o u n c e d  a n  o u t r e a c h  p e r i o d  f r o m  O c t .  1 ,  2 0 1 8  t o  D e c .  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8 
b e f o r e  e n f o r c e m e n t  w a s  t o  b e i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  2 0 1 9 .

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  A R A  w o r k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  r e t a i l e r s  w i t h  t o o l s  t o 
h e l p  w i t h  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  e f f o r t  
p r o d u c e d  a  s u m m a r y  o f  O S H A’ s  a n h y d r o u s  a m m o n i a  s t a n d a r d 
a n d  a  c o m p l i a n c e  v i d e o  m a d e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  O S H A  a n d  
R e s p o n s i b l e A g .

E P A  R I S K  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M  ( R M P )
I n  M a y  2 0 1 8 ,  E P A  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e s c i n d  t h i r d - p a r t y  a u d i t s ,  I S T 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b i l i t y, 
a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  f i n a l  R M P  i s s u e d  J a n u a r y  
1 3 ,  2 0 1 7 .  I n  A u g u s t  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h  t h e  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d 
c l o s e d ,  t h e  U . S .  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  f o r  t h e  D . C .  C i r c u i t  i s s u e d  d e c i s i o n  
v a c a t i n g  E P A’ s  J u n e  2 0 1 7  r u l e m a k i n g  t o  d e l a y  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e 
o f  O b a m a  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  n e w  R M P  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  E P A  d i d  n o t 
a p p e a l  t h i s  r u l i n g ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e  R M P  c h a n g e s  i s s u e d  i n 
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  a r e  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  t h e  Tr u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  E P A 
p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  a r e  f i n a l i z e d  s o m e t i m e  i n  2 0 1 9 .  A R A  s u b m i t t e d 
c o m m e n t s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Tr u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e s c i s s i o n s . 

E P A  P E S T I C I D E  P R O D U C T  A C T I O N S  &  L I T I G A T I O N
G l y p h o s a t e :  C a l i f o r n i a  P r o p  6 5 ;  P e n d i n g  l a w s u i t s  i n  f e d e r a l  a n d 
s t a t e  c o u r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a l i f o r n i a  c o u r t  a w a r d i n g  p l a i n t i f f  $ 7 9 
m i l l i o n  i n  d a m a g e s  b a s e d  o n  2 0 1 5  I A R C  r e p o r t  f i n d i n g  p r o b a b l y 
c a r c i n o g e n .

D i c a m b a :  E P A  e x t e n d e d  c o n d i t i o n a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n t i l  N o v.  2 0 2 0 ; 
a p p r o v e d  f o r  “ o v e r  t h e  t o p ”  u s e  b y  c e r t i f i e d  a p p l i c a t o r s ;  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  b e y o n d  2 0 1 8  g r o w i n g  s e a s o n 
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
C h l o r p y r i f o s :  T h r e e  J u d g e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t  p a n e l  r u l e d  E P A  m u s t 
c a n c e l  a l l  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  l a w s u i t  f i l e d  b y  a n t i - p e s t i c i d e 

a c t i v i s t s ;  A p p e a l  p e n d i n g  w i t h  A R A  p a r t  o f  A m i c u s  B r i e f  u r g i n g 
r e h e a r i n g  e n  b a n c  ( i . e .  f u l l  9 t h  C i r c u i t ) . 

N e o n i c o t i n o i d s :  E P A  r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  p r o d u c t s  ( c l o t h i a n i d i n , 
t h i a m e t h o x a m ,  a n d  d i n o t e f u r a n ,  i m i d a c l o p r i d )  u n d e r  r e v i e w.  
K e y  p r o d u c t s  f o r  s e e d  t r e a t m e n t .   A n t i - c h e m i c a l  g r o u p s  s e e k 
b a n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  E U .

HOURS OF SERVICE (HOS) / ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICES
T h e  F e d e r a l  M o t o r  C a r r i e r  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F M C S A )  s o u g h t 
i n p u t  o n  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  1 0 0  a i r - m i l e  “ s h o r t  h a u l ”  e x e m p t i o n  
f r o m  1 2  h o u r s  o n - d u t y  t o  1 4  h o u r s  o n - d u t y  ( c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 
l o n g - h a u l  t r u c k  d r i v e r s ) ;  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  1 4 - h o u r  o n - d u t y  
l i m i t a t i o n  b y  u p  t o  t w o  h o u r s  w h e n  a  t r u c k  d r i v e r  e n c o u n t e r s 
a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  r e v i s i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  m a n d a t o r y  3 0 - m i n u t e 
b r e a k  f o r  t r u c k  d r i v e r s  a f t e r  8 - h o u r s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  d r i v i n g ; 
a n d  r e i n s t a t i n g  t h e  o p t i o n  f o r  s p l i t t i n g  u p  t h e  r e q u i r e d  1 0 - h o u r 
o f f - d u t y  r e s t  b r e a k  f o r  d r i v e r s  o p e r a t i n g  t r u c k s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h 
a  s l e e p e r - b e r t h  c o m p a r t m e n t .

A R A  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  t o  e x p a n d  S h o r t 
H a u l  /  H O S  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x e m p t i o n  r a d i u s  u p  t o  3 0 0  a i r  m i l e s ; 
t h e  p r o p o s e d  e l i m i n a t i n g  “ p l a n t i n g  a n d  h a r v e s t i n g ”  c r i t e r i a  f o r 
H O S  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x e m p t i o n ;  a n d  t h e  e x p a n d e d  P i l o t  P r o g r a m  f o r 
Yo u n g  C o m m e r c i a l  D r i v e r s  ( 1 8 - 2 0  y e a r s  o l d ) .
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A l b e r t ,  D o u g
A l b e r t ,  H a r r y
A l d a x ,  M a r k
A l l e n ,  J o h n
A n d e r s o n ,  M a r k
A s m u s ,  A m y
B a r n a r d ,  G r e g g
B a r n e s ,  K i r k
B e a s l e y,  C h r i s
B e l l ,  D a r o n
B l a n k ,  D a r i n
B o w m a n ,  N a t e
B r a n d t ,  R i c k
B r u s v e e n ,  C h a d
B u h m a n ,  D i o n
B u l l o c k ,  R o b
C a r m o n y,  W e s t o n
C a r r a b i n e ,  M a r y
C h a p p e l l ,  E r n i e
C h e s n e k ,  B r a d
C o o p e r,  H a r o l d
C o p p e r s ,  D a v i d  L .
C o p p o c k ,  D a r e n
C r a f t ,  D a v e
D a n i e l ,  C a s e y
D a v i s ,  To m
D e m a r a y,  R o n
D e m e r l y,  J o h n
D e Q u a t t r o ,  P e t e r
D e Yo u n g ,  C a s e
D o n a h u e ,  C h a r l e s
D r e s c h n e r,  J e r e m y
D u f a u l t ,  D a v e

E v a n s ,  G r i f f i n
F l i c k ,  K e i t h
F r a s c h ,  B r o c k
G o r d o n ,  E r i c
G o u g h ,  P h i l
G r e e n f i e l d ,  S t e v e
G r e s h a m ,  S t r i c k
G r i f f i n ,  P e t e
G u p t o n ,  R i c h a r d
H a g e d o r n ,  J D
H a m p t o n ,  J o e
H a r t n e y,  M a r y
H e i n s ,  T i m
H e l t ,  M a r k
H e n d e r s o n ,  R o b
H e s s i o n ,  A u d r a
H e s t e r,  J o h n
H l a v i n k a ,  To b y
H o d g e s ,  J o s e p h
H u r l e y,  B i l l
H y r y,  K e n
J a h n ,  C h r i s
J o h n s o n ,  R o s s
J o h n s o n ,  Tr o y
K a s p e r,  J o h n
K e s l e r,  R i c k
K i n s l e y,  C h e r y l
L a w r e n c e ,  M a t t h e w
L e a c h ,  A l f r e d  K a y
L e i s c h n e r,  S h a w n
L i n e ,  G r e g o r y
L i s k e ,  K y l e
L o v e l l ,  D a v e

L u e d e r s ,  J a s o n
L u k e ,  A l l a n
M a j a r i a n ,  N i s h a n
M a n n i n g ,  K e n
M a p l e ,  K y l e
M c A r d l e ,  T i m
M c C a r t y,  S e a n
M c C o y,  W e s
M c G r e g o r,  I a n
M c K n i g h t ,  D a v i d
M c M u l l i n ,  B r o o k e
M c M u r r a y,  S c o t t
M e l n i c k ,  R i c k
M e y e r h o l z ,  S t e v e
M i d d i o n e ,  J o s e p h
M i d l a s h ,  C e c i
M o g g e d ,  D a n
M o r g a n ,  M a t t
N e l s o n ,  P a u l
N e w c o m b ,  J e r r y
N i e l s e n ,  S t e v e
N i g h t i n g a l e ,  B r e t t
O k o c h i ,  C a r r i e
O r w i g ,  Ly l e  E .
O s t e r,  J o h n
P a r k e r,  D a v i d
P e a r s o n ,  C h r i s
P f e i f f e r,  D e n n i s
P h i l l i p s ,  A n d r e w
P i e r c y,  S c o t t
P i r k l e ,  J  B i l l y
P o w e l l ,  M a r k
R e s t u m ,  R o n

R e z a c ,  S t e p h e n
R o n c o r o n i ,  E r n i e
R o w l a n d ,  B i l l
S c h e r t z ,  S c o t t
S c o b i e ,  W a l t e r
S e l f ,  J i m
S m i t h ,  M i c h a e l
S m i t h ,  P a u l
S t e p h e n s ,  R a n d y
S t r a c k ,  W i l l i a m
S t u t s m a n ,  M a r k
Ta y l o r,  D o n a l d
Ta y l o r,  D r e w
Ta y l o r,  G r e g
T h o m a s ,  D a v e
Tu n n e l l ,  To m
U m m a c h ,  E d
V a n d e r v e n t e r,  S c o t t
V o g e n ,  G a r y
W a d d e l l ,  B r i a n
W a t k i n s ,  J o h n
W e b s t e r,  D a v i d
W e l l s ,  R o d
W h i t a k e r,  M a r i o n
W i t c h e r,  J a m e s
Ya r g u s ,  L a r r y
Yo r k ,  G l e n n
Yo u n g ,  L u p e
Yo u n g ,  R o y
Z i m m e r,  K e n t

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t !

ARA Recognizes Legislators for Ag Retail Industry Support
A R A  r e c o g n i z e d  S e n a t o r s  C h u c k  G r a s s l e y,  R - I o w a ,  a n d  R o g e r 
W i c k e r,  R - M i s s . ,  w i t h  i t s  2 0 1 8  L e g i s l a t o r  o f  t h e  Ye a r  a w a r d . 

“ W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  h o n o r  t w o  v e r y  d e s e r v i n g  S e n a t o r s  t h i s  y e a r 
w i t h  o u r  L e g i s l a t o r  o f  t h e  Ye a r  a w a r d , ”  s a i d  A R A  P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
C E O  D a r e n  C o p p o c k .  “ W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d 
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y. ”

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a w a r d ,  S e n .  G r a s s l e y  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d 
f o r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  
s e c u r i n g  a  h i s t o r i c  n u m b e r  o f  f e d e r a l  j u d i c i a l  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1 1 5 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e s .  
A  l o n g t i m e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e t a i l , 
t h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  S e n .  G r a s s l e y  h a s  b e e n  h o n o r e d  a s  A R A  
L e g i s l a t o r  o f  t h e  Ye a r.

“ I o w a  i s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o w e r h o u s e .  A s  a  l e a d i n g  
p r o d u c e r  o f  p o r k ,  c o r n ,  s o y b e a n s  a n d  e g g s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  
a n c h o r s  I o w a ’ s  e c o n o m y  a n d  h e l p s  p u t  f o o d  o n  t a b l e s 
a c r o s s  A m e r i c a , ”  S e n .  G r a s s l e y  s a i d .  “ S u p p o r t i n g 
w o r k e r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  h e l p  I o w a ’ s  f a r m e r s  
s u c c e e d  h a s  b e e n  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y  d u r i n g  m y  t i m e  i n  t h e 
S e n a t e .  I t ’ s  a n  h o n o r  t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n . ”

S e n a t o r  W i c k e r  w a s  h o n o r e d  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  o n  i m p o r t a n t  
i n d u s t r y  i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s  p r o m o t i n g  p r e c i s i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 
r u r a l  b r o a d b a n d  d e p l o y m e n t . 

“ W i t h  n e a r l y  3 7 , 0 0 0  f a r m s  c o v e r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  1 0  m i l l i o n 
a c r e s  a n d  g e n e r a t i n g  m o r e  t h a n  $ 7  b i l l i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c 
a c t i v i t y,  M i s s i s s i p p i  i s  h o m e  t o  m a n y  h a r d - w o r k i n g  m e n 
a n d  w o m e n  w h o  p r o v i d e  c r i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  f a r m e r s  
a n d  r a n c h e r s , ”  S e n .  W i c k e r  s a i d .  “ I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o 
p r o m o t e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  h e l p  A m e r i c a ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c e r s  t h r i v e . ”

A R A  p r e s e n t s  i t s  L e g i s l a t o r  o f  t h e  Ye a r  a w a r d  a n n u a l l y  t o  a 
m e m b e r,  o r  m e m b e r s ,  o f  C o n g r e s s  w h o  c h a m p i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l  i n d u s t r y.  T h e  a w a r d s  w e r e 
p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  A R A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  C o m m i t t e e 
M e e t i n g s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .
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R U R A L  I N F A S T R U C T U R E  /  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  N E E D S

•   Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ( h i g h w a y s ,  b r i d g e s ,  l o c k s  a n d  d a m s ,  r a i l ,  h a r b o r  a n d  p o r t s )  a n d  r u r a l  b r o a d b a n d  d e p l o y m e n t  a r e  m o s t 
o b v i o u s  n e e d s  f o r  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•   F e d e r a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  e a s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e v i s i n g  o u t d a t e d  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  e n s u r e 
e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  f u n d s  a n d  t i m e l y  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  p r o j e c t s .

•   C u r r e n t  f e d e r a l  m i n i m u m  a g e  ( 2 1 )  t o  o b t a i n  a  C D L  h a s  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  d r i v e r  r e c r u i t m e n t .  B u s i n e s s e s  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  h i r e  y o u n g 
a d u l t s  m a k i n g  a n  i n i t i a l  c a r e e r  c h o i c e .

•   E l e c t r o n i c  L o g g i n g  D e v i c e  ( E L D )  m a n d a t e  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  u n d e r l y i n g  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  H o u r s  o f  S e r v i c e  ( H O S )  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i m p o s e d 
u n n e c e s s a r y  c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n  o n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w i t h  m i n i m a l  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s .

•   C u r r e n t  G r o s s  V e h i c l e  W e i g h t  ( G V W )  l i m i t  f o r  F e d e r a l  I n t e r s t a t e  H i g h w a y s  o f  8 0 , 0 0 0  l b s .  o n  5  a x l e s  i s  o u t d a t e d  g i v e n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t 
p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  a n d  p a v e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y.

A R A  P O S I T I O N
•   S u p p o r t  e x p a n d e d  f u n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r u r a l  b r o a d b a n d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s  w h i l e  l e s s e n i n g  r e g u l a t o r y 

b u r d e n s .
•   S u p p o r t  e x p a n d e d  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  f o r  s h o r t  h a u l  d r i v e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8  t o  2 0  t r a n s p o r t i n g  f a r m  s u p p l i e s  a n d / o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l 

c o m m o d i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  n u m b e r  o f  a v a i l a b l e  c o m m e r c i a l  d r i v e r s .
•   S u p p o r t  H o u r s  o f  S e r v i c e  ( H O S )  /  E L D  r e f o r m s  f o r  d r i v e r s  o f  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  s h o r t  h a u l  o p e r a t i o n s .
•   S u p p o r t  a n  o p t - i n  v o l u n t a r y  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  f o r  s t a t e s  t o  a l l o w  9 1 , 0 0 0  l b s . ,  6  a x l e ,  b r i d g e  f o r m u l a  c o m p l i a n t  t r u c k s  o n  F e d e r a l  I n t e r s t a t e 

H i g h w a y s .

C F A T S  R E A U T H O R I Z A T I O N
•  A g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l e r s  s t o r e  a n d  s e l l  f e r t i l i z e r s  s u b j e c t  t o  D H S ’ s  C h e m i c a l  F a c i l i t y  A n t i - Te r r o r i s m  S t a n d a r d s  ( C F AT S ) .
•  C F AT S  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e c u r i n g  c h e m i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  e x p i r e s  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0 .

A R A  P O S I T I O N
•   S u p p o r t  s h o r t - t e r m  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  ( u p  t o  s i x  y e a r s )  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e s  i n d u s t r y - l e d  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  R e s p o n s i b l e A g  a n d 

p r o v i d e s  c l e a r  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  f e d e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  a m m o n i u m  n i t r a t e  a n d  a m m o n i u m  n i t r a t e  m i x t u r e s .
•  M a i n t a i n  n o t i c e - a n d - c o m m e n t  r u l e m a k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  A P A  f o r  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  C h e m i c a l s  o f  I n t e r e s t  f o u n d  i n  C F AT S  A p p e n d i x  A .

T R A D E
•   A g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l e r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  f o o d  s e c u r i t y.  T h e i r  f a r m e r  c u s t o m e r s  p r o d u c e 

g o o d s  f o r  g l o b a l  m a r k e t s  a n d  s e e k  f r e e  a n d  f a i r  t r a d e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .
A R A  P O S I T I O N

•   S u p p o r t  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  f r e e  t r a d e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  c r o p  i n p u t  m a t e r i a l s  ( p e s t i c i d e s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s , 
s e e d s )  t h a t  c r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  A m e r i c a n  a g r i b u s i n e s s  a n d  f a r m e r s .

•   S u p p o r t  P a s s a g e  o f  t h e  U . S . ,  M e x i c o ,  C a n a d a  ( U S M C A )  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t ,  w h i c h  r e p l a c e s  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  F r e e  Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t 
( N A F TA ) .

•  S u p p o r t  U S D A  Tr a d e  M i t i g a t i o n  p a y m e n t s  w h i l e  t a r i f f s  c o n t i n u e  t o  h i n d e r  t r a d e  m a r k e t s .

A G  L A B O R  /  I M M I G R A T I O N  R E F O R M
•  T h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  w o r k f o r c e  n o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r.
•  E v e r y  f a r m  w o r k e r  e n g a g e d  i n  h i g h - v a l u e  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  c r o p  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  s u s t a i n s  t w o  t o  t h r e e  o f f - f a r m  j o b s .
•  T h e  c u r r e n t  H - 2 A  a g  g u e s t  w o r k e r  v i s a  p r o g r a m  i s  b r o k e n  a n d  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y.

A R A  P O S I T I O N
•   S u p p o r t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e f o r m  p o l i c y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  n e w,  u s a b l e  a g  g u e s t  w o r k e r  v i s a  p r o g r a m 

w i t h  a  r e l i a b l e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  s e c u r e s  t h e  b o r d e r s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  c u r r e n t  f a r m  w o r k e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a p p l y  f o r  l e g a l  s t a t u s 
t h r o u g h  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  a n  e l i g i b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y e r.

R E G U L A T O R Y  R E F O R M  F O R  A G R I C U L T U R A L  R E T A I L E R S
•   N P D E S  P e s t i c i d e  G e n e r a l  P e r m i t  ( P G P ) :  P e s t i c i d e  a p p l i c a t o r s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  c o u r t  c r e a t e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  o b t a i n  a  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t 

N P D E S  p e r m i t  f o r  l a w f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  n e a r  ‘ w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S . ’  f o r  p r o d u c t s  a l r e a d y  c l o s e l y  r e v i e w e d  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  f o r  u s e  b y  E P A  w i t h 
s t r i n g e n t  F I F R A  l a b e l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

•   O S H A  P S M  r e t a i l  e x e m p t i o n :  S i n c e  1 9 9 2 ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l e r s  s e l l i n g  a n h y d r o u s  a m m o n i a  h a v e  b e e n  e x e m p t  f r o m  O S H A’ s  P r o c e s s  S a f e t y 
M a n a g e m e n t  S t a n d a r d  u n d e r  t h e  “ r e t a i l  e x e m p t i o n , ”  d e f i n e d  a s  “ a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t …  a t  w h i c h  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  i n c o m e  i s  o b t a i n e d 
f r o m  d i r e c t  s a l e s  t o  e n d  u s e r s , ”  o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ f i f t y - p e r c e n t ”  r u l e . 

A R A  P O S I T I O N
•  S u p p o r t  b i p a r t i s a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  u s e r s  f r o m  N P D E S  p e r m i t ’ s  d u p l i c a t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  l e g a l  l i a b i l i t y.
•  S u p p o r t  c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P S M  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ r e t a i l  f a c i l i t i e s ”  u s i n g  t h e  “ f i f t y - p e r c e n t ”  r u l e .
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Member Services
D C  H E L P  D E S K
T h e  D C  H e l p  D e s k  g a i n e d  t r a c t i o n  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  l o g g i n g  1 6  c a s e s  –  a n 
i n c r e a s e  f r o m  n i n e  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r.  H e l p  D e s k  r e q u e s t s 
i n c l u d e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  r e g u l a t o r y  i s s u e s  a n d  l a b e l i n g  t o  
a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  m e e t i n g s  o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l  o r  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
o f f i c i a l s .  A R A  m e m b e r s  m a y  c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  s t a f f  w i l l  d i r e c t 
y o u  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r n a l  c o n t a c t  t o  s o l v e  y o u r  p r o b l e m 
o r  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h i n  4 8  h o u r s  f o r  f r e q u e n t l y 
a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s  a t  n o 
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t .

L E A D E R S H I P  A T  I T S  B E S T 
T h e  L e a d e r s h i p  a t  I t s  B e s t  P r o g r a m ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  S y n g e n t a , 
i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e m e r g i n g 
i n d u s t r y  b r a n c h ,  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  s a l e s  m a n a g e r s .  T h e  t r a i n i n g  
s e g m e n t s  a r e  h o s t e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  a n d  f o c u s e d  o n  
a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  p o l i c y  
i s s u e s  t o  a g e n c y  l e a d e r s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s . 

T h e  L e a d e r s h i p  a t  i t s  B e s t  C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 8  i n c l u d e d  A n n e  
C l i n g e n p e e l ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  r e t a i l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  S o u t h e r n 
S t a t e s  C o o p e r a t i v e ;  D a n  K a r r,  a g r o n o m y,  A u r o r a  C o o p e r a t i v e ; 
C o n n o r  L a n k f o r d ,  p r e c i s i o n  a g  m a n a g e r,  V a l l e y  A g r o n o m i c s  L L C ; 
A l e x  M a h o n e y,  a s s i s t a n t  m a n a g e r,  B R A N D T ;  To m  P a r r e i r a ,  s a l e s 
m a n a g e r,  N o r t h  V a l l e y  A g  S e r v i c e s ;  M i k e  P e r k i n s ,  a g r o n o m i s t , 
A s m u s  F a r m  S u p p l y ;  L a n c e  V o n d e r h e i d e ,  l o a n  p o r t f o l i o  m a n a g e r,  
T h e  E q u i t y ;  a n d  M i k e  Z a c h a r i a s ,  f i e l d  m a r k e t e r,  M i d - K a n s a s  
C o o p e r a t i v e  ( P i c t u r e d  p a g e  1 4 ) .

C R I S I S  M A N A G E M E N T  W O R K S H O P
A R A  h e l d  i t s  s e c o n d  C r i s i s  M a n a g e m e n t  W o r k s h o p  i n  A p r i l  2 0 1 8 . 
T h e  t h r e e - d a y  w o r k s h o p  i s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  F M C  a n d  d e s i g n e d  
t o  h e l p  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l e r s  c r e a t e  o r  r e f i n e  a  c u s t o m i z e d 
e m e r g e n c y  a c t i o n  p l a n  t h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t ,  i m p l e m e n t a b l e ,  a n d  
s u s t a i n a b l e  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  l o c a l  e m e r g e n c y 
r e s o u r c e s . 

T h e  h a n d s - o n  w o r k s h o p  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  n i n e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o 
w o r k  i n  v a r i o u s  r o l e s  a t  r e t a i l e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  c a p a c i t y.  L e d  b y  D r.  J a y e  L .  H a m b y,  a  l e a d e r 

i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  d a y  a n d  a  h a l f  p r o g r a m  f e a t u r e d 
i n d u s t r y  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n  s c e n a r i o s ,  a n d  a  t e m p l a t e 
E m e r g e n c y  A c t i o n  P l a n .

T h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t h r e e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c r i s i s  m a n a g e m e n t :  p l a n  p r e p a r a t i o n 
( P R E P A R E ) ,  a c t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a n a g e  a  c r i s i s 
( R E S P O N D ) ,  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  k e e p  a  c r i s i s  p l a n  s u s t a i n a b l e 
( S U S TA I N ) .

R E G I O N A L  A G  R E T A I L  F O R U M
N e a r l y  5 0  a g  r e t a i l e r s ,  s u p p l i e r s ,  a n d  a f f i l i a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
g a t h e r e d  i n  M a u m e e ,  O h i o ,  a t  T h e  A n d e r s o n s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  
2 0 1 8  R e g i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e t a i l e r s  F o r u m  i n  e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r. 
T h e  F o r u m  w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  I n d i a n a ,  M i c h i g a n ,  a n d  O h i o  r e g i o n a l 
i s s u e s ,  a n d  i n c l u d e d  a  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e  u p d a t e  f r o m  t h e  A R A  s t a f f . 
W h i l e  t h e  e v e n t  f o c u s e d  o n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  
s t r a t e g i e s ,  i t  f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a g  r e t a i l e r s 
a n d  t h e  t r u s t  p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  s t a f f  n o t  o n l y  b y  f a r m e r  c u s t o m e r s , 
b u t  a l s o  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y m a k e r s . 

O h i o  A g r i b u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( O A B A )  P r e s i d e n t  C h r i s  H e n n e y 
r e c o u n t e d  r e c e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  O h i o  g o v e r n o r ’ s  o f f i c e 
t h a t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o 
p r o v i d e  f e e d b a c k  o n  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  d e v a s t a t i n g  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r 
r e g a r d i n g  w a t e r s h e d s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  d i s t r e s s . 

“ T h i s  e x a m p l e  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e 
 i n d u s t r y, ”  s a i d  H e n n e y.  “ T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d 
g r a s s r o o t s  n e t w o r k  a r e  w h a t  w i n  t h e  d a y  f o r  u s . ” 

A g r i b u s i n e s s  C o u n c i l  o f  I n d i a n a  P r e s i d e n t  A m y  C o r n e l l  s h a r e d 
h e r  s t a t e’ s  e f f o r t s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  f a r m e r s  o n  a d o p t i n g  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s 
f o r  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  v i a  t h e  I n d i a n a  A g r i c u l t u r e  N u t r i -
e n t  A l l i a n c e .  M u c h  l i k e  t h e  O h i o  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  f o c u s  i s  t o  k e e p  
m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  f a r m e r  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g 
t h e  b e s t ,  m o s t  c u r r e n t  d a t a .  B a s e d  o n  r e s e a r c h ,  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f 
f a r m e r s  i n  I n d i a n a  d o n ’ t  k n o w  o f  o r  s e e  s p e c i f i c  w a t e r  p o l l u t a n t 
p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a ;  t h e y  m a y  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  w h a t  w a t e r s h e d 
t h e i r  f a r m  i s  i n .

C o r n e l l  s a y s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a r e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  “ N o t  o n  m y  f a r m ,  
n o t  i n  m y  w a t e r s h e d , ”  m i n d s e t  w i t h  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  4 R 
p r i n c i p l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n d i a n a  V o l u n t a r y  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P r o g r a m 
f o r  A g  R e t a i l e r s .

D r.  T i m  B o r i n g ,  M i c h i g a n  A g r i b u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t , 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  o n  e n g a g i n g  t h e  r e t a i l e r 
a n d  a p p l i c a t o r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w o r k 
w i t h  c u s t o m e r s  o n  s m a r t  p r a c t i c e  a d o p t i o n . 

“ W h a t  d o e s  d o i n g  i t  r i g h t  a c t u a l l y  l o o k  l i k e ? ”  h e  a s k e d ,  u n d e r -
s c o r i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  a g  r e t a i l e r  t o  f u r t h e r 
e n g a g e  t h e  f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i n  s h a r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  b e s t 
p r a c t i c e s . 

To  r o u n d  o u t  t h e  d a y l o n g  e v e n t ,  O h i o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e 
D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  J o h n  S c h l i c h t e r  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  T i m  S . 
D e r i c k s o n  p r o v i d e d  l u n c h t i m e  r e m a r k s .  T h e y  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  O A B A  a n d  o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  o b t a i n  g u i d a n c e  a n d  i n p u t  f r o m 
f a r m e r s  a n d  a g r i b u s i n e s s e s  t o  c r e a t e  p o l i c i e s  i n  a  t r a n s p a r e n t 
m a n n e r.

A S A  P A R T N E R S H I P
T h a n k s  t o  a  n e w  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r g e d  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n 
S o c i e t y  o f  A g r o n o m y  ( A S A ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e t a i l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
m e m b e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  A S A  o n l i n e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s 
a t  a  d i s c o u n t e d  r a t e .

A R A  r e t a i l  m e m b e r s  w h o  p u r c h a s e  a n  A S A  S i l v e r  C o r p o r a t e  M e m -
b e r s h i p  w i l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  o n l i n e  C E U s  t h a t 
r e g i s t e r e d  e m p l o y e e s ,  o r  t h e  m e m b e r  c o m p a n y,  m a y  s e l e c t  f r o m 
t h e  A S A  o n l i n e  l i b r a r y.

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  P R O G R A M M I N G  F O R  A G R I C U L T U R A L  R E T A I L -
E R S  A N D  C C A S  ( S P A R C )
A R A  l a u n c h e d  t h e  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
R e t a i l e r s  a n d  C C A s  ( S P A R C )  i n i t i a t i v e  a t  t h e  2 0 1 8  C o n f e r e n c e  & 
E x p o  B o c a  R a t o n ,  F l o r i d a . 

A  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  A R A ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A g r o n o m y, 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D e f e n s e  F u n d ,  a n d  F i e l d  t o  M a r k e t ,  t h e  S P A R C 
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l e v e l  o n l i n e  e d u c a t i o n a l 
m o d u l e s  f o r  a g  r e t a i l e r  d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  a n d  C e r t i f i e d  C r o p 
A d v i s o r s  ( C C A s )  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  o r  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  o f f e r 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a g r o n o m i c  g u i d a n c e .

C o v e r  c r o p s  a r e  j u s t  o n e  p r a c t i c e  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  m o d u l e s ,  
a n  i d e n t i f i e d  n e e d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  D a t u  
R e s e a r c h ,  L L C .  I n  i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  D a t u  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  b a r r i e r s  i n 
t h e  i n d u s t r y  p r e v e n t i n g  c o v e r  c r o p s  f r o m  b e i n g  a  p r o m i n e n t 
b u s i n e s s  s e g m e n t .  T h e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  8 9  p e r c e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
r e t a i l e r s  h a v e  o f f e r e d  c o v e r  c r o p  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e 
p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  a n d  9 4  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y  w a n t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e s e 
o f f e r i n g s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  y e t  c o v e r  c r o p  a c r e a g e  r e m a i n s  l o w.

“A g  r e t a i l e r s  h a v e  a l w a y s  w o r k e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e i r  f a r m e r  
c u s t o m e r s  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , ”  s a i d  A R A 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  D a r e n  C o p p o c k .  “ T h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  c o v e r  c r o p s 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a t  a  s l o w e r  r a t e  u n t i l  f a r m e r s  c a n  s e e  t h e  t r u e 
v a l u e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  O u r  r e t a i l e r  m e m b e r s  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e 
s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  a n d  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  f i n d i n g s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e i r 
c u s t o m e r s  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d 
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . ”

S P A R C  i s  o n e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a g  r e t a i l e r s  a n d  C C A s  t o  c o n t i n u e 
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  o f f e r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e i r  
c u s t o m e r s .  T h e  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  a t  w w w. a r a d c . o r g /
s p a r c .
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I n  l a t e  N o v e m b e r,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e t a i l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A R A )  h o s t e d  
i t s  2 0 1 8  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x p o  i n  B o c a  R a t o n ,  F l a .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 0 
i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a n  a c t i o n - p a c k e d  a g e n d a  t h a t 
i n c l u d e d  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s ,  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  h o n o r i n g  o f  
i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  a  b u s y  e x p o s i t i o n .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o n c l u d e d  
w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  Tr o y  J o h n s o n  o f  W i l b u r - E l l i s  a s  t h e  n e x t 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A R A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .

“ I  c o u l d  n o t  b e  m o r e  p r o u d  o f  w h a t  A R A  a c c o m p l i s h e s  e a c h  y e a r 
o n  b e h a l f  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p , ”  s a i d  J o h n s o n .  “ P r o t e c t i n g  a g  
r e t a i l e r s ’  f r e e d o m  t o  o p e r a t e  i s  w h a t  A R A  i s  a l l  a b o u t .  E a c h  y e a r 
i t  s e e m s  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  s t a f f  w i l l 
c o n t i n u e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a c k l e  e a c h  o f  t h e m  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f 
t h e  i n d u s t r y. ”

J o h n s o n  s u c c e e d s  J o h n  O s t e r  o f  M o r r a l  C o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n .  E a c h  c h a i r m a n  s e r v e s  a  o n e - y e a r  t e r m . 

“ S e r v i n g  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  c h a i r m a n  h a s  b e e n  a n  h o n o r, ”  
s a i d  O s t e r.  “ I  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  a g  r e t a i l  i n d u s t r y.  W e  d o  
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  e v e r y  p e r s o n  o n  t h i s 
e a r t h .  W e  h a v e  t o  f e e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  w o r k i n g  
t o g e t h e r  I  k n o w  w e  c a n  d o  i t . ”

J o h n s o n  s h a r e d  w i t h  a t t e n d e e s  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r,  o u t l i n i n g  g o a l s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  b r o a d e n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n  f r o n t  a n d  c e n t e r  i n  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .

“ I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e r v i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  r e t a i l e r s  -  r e g a r d l e s s 
o f  s i z e ,  g e o g r a p h y  o r  o w n e r s h i p , ”  s a i d  J o h n s o n .  “ I  a m  c o m m i t t e d  
t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l  i n d u s t r y. ” 

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o p e n e d  w i t h  A m b a s s a d o r  D a r c i  V e t t e r  p r e s e n t i n g  
a  w o r k s h o p  e n t i t l e d ,  “ Tr a d e ,  Ta r i f f s ,  a n d  T h e i r  I m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n  
A g r i c u l t u r e . ”  A  f o r m e r  c h i e f  a g r i c u l t u r e  n e g o t i a t o r  a t  t h e  U . S . 
Tr a d e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  a t  U S D A ,  V e t t e r  
p r o v i d e d  a  u n i q u e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  p o i n t  o f  v i e w.

A R A  R i s i n g  S t a r s
T w e n t y - f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  n a m e d  t o  t h e  A R A  R i s i n g  S t a r s 
p r o g r a m .  T h e  p r o g r a m  o f f e r s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  m e m b e r s  t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  n o m i n a t e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  r e w a r d 
a n d  d e v e l o p  h i g h  a c h i e v e r s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  l e a d e r s  w i t h i n  t h e i r 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l  f i e l d .  E a c h  c l a s s  o f  R i s -
i n g  S t a r s  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  A R A  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x p o , 
w h e r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  m e e t  a n d  n e t w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r 
R i s i n g  S t a r s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s  ( P i c t u r e d  a b o v e ) .

“ W e  a r e  p r o u d  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  A R A 
R i s i n g  S t a r s  p r o g r a m , ”  s a i d  C o p p o c k .  “ T h e s e  l e a d e r s  a r e  t h e 
c r e a m  o f  t h e  c r o p ,  a n d  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  w i l l  b e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t h e 
i n d u s t r y  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e . ” 

T h e  2 0 1 8  R i s i n g  S t a r s  c l a s s  i n c l u d e s :
•  A n d r e w  B a e r t l e i n ,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  A n g e l a  B l a n k s ,  A g r i a n 
•  B e n  C a r l i s l e ,  G r e e n P o i n t  A g
•  M a r t i n  C l e v e n g e r,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  M i c h a e l  C o w a n ,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  S a r a h  D a i l y,  F M C  C o r p o r a t i o n
•  B r a n d i  F i n k ,  R i v e r  V a l l e y  C o o p e r a t i v e
•  N a t h a n  F o s t e r,  W i l b u r - E l l i s
•  D a v i d  G l e a s o n ,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  R y a n  H a r b i s o n ,  Tr i - C o u n t y  C h e m i c a l
•  L u c a s  I r w i n ,  C a r o l i n a  E a s t e r n  V a i l
•  J a k e  J u a r e z ,  F a r m o b i l e 
•  A n d r e w  K a p p e s ,  A g t e g r a  C o o p e r a t i v e
•  K e n d r a  K e i t z e r,  R i v e r  V a l l e y  C o o p e r a t i v e 
•  P a u l  K e p p y,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R a w  M a t e r i a l s  LT D
•  A n t h o n y  L o r e n t z ,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  M a r i s s a  M a n n ,  C o m p a s s  M i n e r a l s  -  P l a n t  N u t r i t i o n 
•  B r e n t  N e y s ,  A g t e g r a  C o o p e r a t i v e
•  C o l b y  O l m s t e a d ,  M F A  I n c o r p o r a t e d
•  L u k e  S c h n i t k e r,  P r e m i e r  C o m p a n i e s
•  N i c k  S c h r o t h ,  W i l b u r - E l l i s 
•  L i s a  S t i l e s ,  F M C  C o r p o r a t i o n 
•  J a c k s o n  T i s h e r,  A g t e g r a  C o o p e r a t i v e
•  B i l l  Tr u e s d e l l ,  J . R .  S i m p l o t  C o m p a n y
•  K a t h e r i n e  V a i l ,  C a r o l i n a  E a s t e r n  V a i l

C h u c k  M a g r o ,  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  A R A  m e m b e r  N u t r i e n , 
g a v e  t h e  o p e n i n g  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  A R A 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  D a r e n  C o p p o c k .  M a g r o  s h a r e d  i n s i g h t s  o n  t h e 
a g  e c o n o m y  a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r y  t r e n d s .

J o h n  S p e n c e ,  a u t h o r  o f  A w e s o m e l y  S i m p l e ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  p r i n c i -
p l e s  f o r  b u s i n e s s  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n  a n d  a  d e t a i l e d 
p r a c t i c a l  d i v e  t o  t u r n  I d e a s  i n t o  A c t i o n  i n  a  b o n u s  w o r k s h o p 
s e s s i o n .

Te j a s  B h a t t ,  s e n i o r  d i r e c t o r  f o r  f o o d  s a f e t y  i n n o v a t i o n s  f o r 
W a l m a r t ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  w i t h  h i s  k e y n o t e  
e n t i t l e d ,  “A  N e w  E r a  i n  F o o d  Tr a n s p a r e n c y  P o w e r e d  b y  B l o c k -
c h a i n , ”  w h e r e  h e  s h a r e d  W a l - M a r t ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r  u s i n g  b l o c k c h a i n 
t o  e n h a n c e  f o o d  s a f e t y.   U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  U n d e r 
S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F a r m  a n d  F o r e i g n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S e r v i c e  B i l l  N o r t h e y  
c l o s e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .

T h e  A R A  p o l i c y  t e a m  l e d  a  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n  t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m i d t e r m  e l e c t i o n s ,  f a r m  b i l l  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
a c t i o n  o f  n o t e  r e g a r d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t 
y e a r.  P a u l  S c h r i m p f  o f  M e i s t e r  M e d i a  W o r l d w i d e  l e d  a  b r e a k o u t 
s e s s i o n  o n  p r e c i s i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e s .  D r.  S c o t t  D o w n e y 
o f  P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y  l e d  a  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n  o n  d e l i v e r i n g  
M e g a  V a l u e  f o r  M e g a  G r o w e r s .  T h e  f i n a l  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n  
w a s  a  l a u n c h  p a r t y  f o r  t h e  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e t a i l e r s  a n d  C C A s  i n i t i a t i v e  ( S P A R C ) .

T h e  2 0 1 9  A R A  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x p o  w i l l  b e  h e l d  D e c e m b e r  3 - 5 , 
2 0 1 9 ,  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  L a .

A R A  m e m b e r  V a l l e y  A g r o n o m i c s  L L C  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h 
t h e  P r e c i s i o n  I m p a c t  A w a r d .  T h e  a w a r d  i s  p r e s e n t e d  b y 
P r o a g r i c a ,  A g P r o  a n d  A R A .

A R A  M e m b e r  H e l e n a  A g r i - E n t e r p r i s e s  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  f o r 
i t s  D i l l s b o r o ,  I n d . ,  l o c a t i o n ’ s  h o n o r s  a s  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n 
A m b a s s a d o r  o f  R e s p e c t .  A R A  M e m b e r  N u t r i e n  A g  S o l u t i o n s 
a l s o  h a d  l o c a t i o n s  n a m e d  a s  r e g i o n a l  w i n n e r s  i n  t h e  E n v i -
r o n m e n t a l  R e s p e c t  A w a r d  p r o g r a m .

P r e c i s i o n  I m p a c t  Aw a r d

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e s p e c t  A w a r d
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A R A  B E S T O W S  T O P  H O N O R  U P O N 
L A R R Y  Y A R G U S
A R A  h o n o r e d  L a r r y  Ya r g u s  w i t h  i t s 
h i g h e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  h o n o r,  t h e  J a c k 
E b e r s p a c h e r  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t 
A w a r d .  I n  1 9 9 2 ,  Ya r g u s  a c q u i r e d 
L a y c o ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  h i s  f a t h e r 

L l o y d  A l l e n  Ya r g u s  f o u n d e d ,  a n d  l e d  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  t r a n s i t i o n  t o 
Ya r g u s  M a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  I n c .

“A R A  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  L a r r y ’ s  i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  Ya r g u s 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g ’ s  l o n g t i m e  s u p p o r t  o f  A R A , ”  s a i d  A R A  P r e s i d e n t 
a n d  C E O  D a r e n  C o p p o c k .  “ B e y o n d  m e m b e r s h i p ,  L a r r y  a n d  h i s 
t e a m  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e  o n  s e v e r a l  A R A  c o m m i t t e e s ,  g e n e r o u s 
s u p p o r t e r s  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  e n g a g e d  i n  c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r 
a c t i v i t i e s .  I  c o u l d n ’ t  t h i n k  o f  a n y o n e  m o r e  d e s e r v i n g  t h a n  L a r r y 
t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  a w a r d .

“ N o t  o n l y  h a s  L a r r y  l e d  h i s  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  t o  m a j o r  s u c c e s s , 
c e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  t h i s  y e a r,  b u t  h e  h a s  p l a y e d  a 
p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  g u i d e  A R A  t o  b e  t h e  s t r o n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i t  i s  t o d a y, ”  s a i d  C o p p o c k .  “ L a r r y  h a s  t i r e l e s s l y  s u p p o r t e d  
r e t a i l e r s  b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y  t h r o u g h  A R A .  
H e  h a s  a l w a y s  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  o f 
r e t a i l e r s  i n  t h e  s u p p l y  c h a i n  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  s u p e r i o r  s e r v i c e  t o 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  f a r m e r. ”

E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 1 ,  t h e  A R A  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d  w a s 
r e n a m e d  i n  2 0 1 0  a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  J a c k  E b e r s p a c h e r,  w h o  s e r v e d 
a s  A R A  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  f r o m  2 0 0 1  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  2 0 0 9 .  T h e 
a w a r d  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  c a r e e r - s p a n n i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s 
i n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t a i l  i n d u s t r y. 

W I L L A R D S  R E C O G N I Z E D  F O R  S E R V I C E 
T O  A G R I C U L T U R A L  R E T A I L  I N D U S T R Y
A R A  h o n o r e d  W i l l i a m  F .  W i l l a r d ,  S r. 
( B i l l y )  a n d  B o b  W i l l a r d  w i t h  t h e  A R A 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  A w a r d  f o r  t h e i r 
s u p p o r t  f o r  A R A  a n d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
r e t a i l  i n d u s t r y. 

“ W i l l a r d  A g r i - S e r v i c e  i s  t h e  g o l d  s t a n d a r d  f o r  a g  r e t a i l e r s , ” 
s a i d  A R A  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  D a r e n  C o p p o c k .  “ B i l l y  a n d  B o b  a r e 
k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y.  
T h e y  h a v e  h o s t e d  c o u n t l e s s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t o u r s 
f o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c y  o f f i c i a l s ,  i n d u s t r y  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  a t 
t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  b e n e f i t s  a l l  a g  r e t a i l e r s .  W e  a r e  f o r e v e r  
g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e r 
g o o d  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y.

“ T h e  W i l l a r d s  o p e r a t e  a  c o m p a n y  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  c h a l l e n g i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  e x t e n s i v e  c o m m u n i t y  
i n v o l v e m e n t  b y  B i l l y,  B o b ,  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m p a n y, ”  s a i d  C o p p o c k .  
“ T h r o u g h  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t ,  t h e y  h a v e  e n g e n d e r e d  t r u s t  a n d  
r e s p e c t  f r o m  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d  s e t  a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e i r 
p e e r s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s . ”

B i l l y  s e r v e s  a s  C E O  f o r  W i l l a r d  A g r i - S e r v i c e  a n d  i s  a  s o n  o f  
c o m p a n y  f o u n d e r  D e  W i l l a r d .  H e  a l s o  o p e r a t e s  t h e  f a m i l y  f a r m 
w i t h  h i s  s o n  B i l l y  J r. ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  B i l l y  t h e  u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e 
o f  b e i n g  b o t h  a  f a r m e r  c u s t o m e r  a n d  a  s u p p l i e r.

B o b  i s  a  p a s t  c h a i r m a n  o f  A R A ,  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  c h a i r m a n 
o f  t h e  W i l l a r d  A g r i - S e r v i c e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  s p e n d s  m o s t 
o f  h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  c r o p  s u p p l y  b u s i n e s s .  H e  i s  a l s o  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r 
 o f  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  B a n k  a n d  Tr u s t  a n d  C e n t e n n i a l  A g  S u p p l y.

S e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  A R A  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  A R A  D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
S e r v i c e  A w a r d  h o n o r s  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w h o  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m e m b e r  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

D I A M O N D
BASF
Bayer
CoBank
Crop Production Services
Dow AgroSciences
DuPont
FMC
ING
IRM
Monsanto
Syngenta 
Willowood USA

P L A T I N U M
AGCO
CASE IH
Simplot
John Deere
Legacy
NK
Wilbur-Ellis
Winfield United

G O L D
• Agrium
• CHS
• EFC Systems
• Mosaic
• Valent USA
• Yargus Manufacturing

S I LV E R
• Agrian, Inc.
• Amvac Chemical Company
• CF Industries
•  DuPontTM LumisenaTM  

Fungicide Treatment
• El Dorado Chemical Company
•  EuroChem
•  New Leader (Highway  

Equipment Company)
• Raven Industries

B R O N Z E
• Aligned Ag Distributors
•  American Plant Food  

Corporation
• Argus Media
• BMO Harris Bank
• Compass Minerals
• Environmental Tillage Systems
• Marcus Construction

S P O N S O R S

E X H I B I T O R S
Actagro Plant Nutrients
Adams Fertilizer Equipment
AGCO Corporation
AgGateway
Agra Liners LLC
Agrian Inc.
Agrible, Inc. 
AgSync
AgVantage Software, Inc.
AgWorks, LLC
Agworld
American Society of Agronomy/CCA
Anuvia Plant Nutrients
Aqua Yield Operations LLC
Azomite Mineral Products
CapstanAG
Case IH
CDMS 
Central Concrete Company of Ohio LLC
CF Industries
Compass Minerals
CRF Tech, Inc 

Department of Homeland Security
Doyle Equipment Manufacturing 
Company
Drexel Chemical Company
DTN/The Progressive Farmer
EFC Systems Inc.
EuroChem Trading USA Corporation
FarmChem
Farm Journal’s AgPro
Federal Bureau of Investigation
FieldReveal
FMC Corporation
Galaxy Sulfur
Gavilon Fertilizer, LLC
Geonics Limited
Green Markets
Greystone Construction Co.
GVM Inc.
Heartland Tank Companies
Heliae 
HELM Agro US
Highway Equipment Company

Intelligent Ag
International Tank Service
JM Fertilizer
John Deere
Junge Control, Inc
Kahler Automation
Klinkenborg Aerial Spraying & Seeding, 
Inc.
Koch Agronomic Services
La Crosse Seed
Legacy Building Solutions 
Marcus Construction
Meister Media Worldwide
Meridian Manufacturing
Mesa Verde Resources
Mid-State Tank Company
Murray Equipment, Inc.
Nutrients for Life Foundation
NuVue Business Solutions
Precision Tank 
Purdue University Center for Food and 
Agricultural Business 

Ranco Fertiservice, Inc.
Raven Industries
Razor Tracking Inc. 
Redox
ResponsibleAg
Sackett-Waconia
Secure Locating Technologies, Inc.
Skinner Tank Company (STC)
Software Solutions Integrated, LLC
Spensa Technologies
SST Software
Stoller
Stueve Construction 
Syngenta
TeeJet Technologies
The Andersons Plant Nutrient Group
Unverferth Mfg. Co., Inc.
Valent U.S.A.
Waypoint Analytical
Willowood USA
Yargus Manufacturing
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ARA Retailer of the Year

Delivering Business Solutions

As a $6 b il l ion v ertically integrated,  privately held agribusiness,  the 
J.R.  Simplot  Comp any’s footprint  stretches from the phosphate mine to 
the d inner plate.  And in its supply chain,  the last  touchpoint  of  the raw 
materials from the company’s eight phosphate facil it ies is its Simplot 
Grow er Solutions (SGS) division.  The ag retail  group has 90 locations 
in 14 states and western Canada,  and it  is  charged with executing on 
the comp any’s mission of  “Bringing Earth’s Resources to Life.”

Simplot  Grow er Solutions has been named the 2018 Retailer of  the Year 
b y the Agricultural  Retailers Association,  and the award is also spon-
sored by Bayer and AgPro.

The retail  div ision was first  started in Twin Falls,  Idaho,  in 1945 as 
“Simplot  Soil  Builders,” but that name transitioned to Simplot  Grower 
Solutions in 2002.  Today,  more than 1,700 SGS employees provide prod-
ucts and serv ices for more than 300 crops,  using multiple cropping 
systems, and  across a variety of  soil  types.  The business has six core 
p latforms that have emerged from an “Influence the Acre” campaign 
started in 2009:  crop nutrition;  crop protection;  seed;  diversified 
p rod ucts;  ag technology;  and the newest,  f inancial  services.

As only the seventh CEO in company history,  Garrett  Lofto is  steward-
ing the entrepreneurial  spirit  that founded the company and building 
the b usiness for growth.  In regard to its ag retail  business,  he says 
the group  is rooted in adding value to the farmer.

“Simplot  Grow er Solutions has a fantastic team of  people that get  it 
d one every d ay.  W hen we look at  input agriculture and the retail  space, 
w hat w e’re trying to do is serve the unmet needs of  our customers so 
w e remain relevant with them,” Lofto says.  “From our perspective, 
w e have to bring the grower products and services that add value to 
their farms.”

SGS boasts an impressive employee retention rate with an average 
tenure of  eight years,  and the average SGS crop adviser’s is more than 
12 years.  Across the division,  more than 200 employees have served 
more than 20 years.

“ I’ m  proud of  our f olks doing the right thing each and ev ery day, ”  says 
Greg L ierm an,  a 2 5 -year em ployee and area m anager,  L ower Snake 
Riv er Basin,  SGS.  “ We owe it  to our em ployees,  our custom ers and 
our com m unities to be saf e,  and being certif ied by ResponsibleAg is a 
platf orm  which prov es that—whether som eone is looking or nobody is 
looking—we’ re doing the right thing. ”

Retail  locations hav e weekly “ Monday m eetings”  to address concerns 
and or seasonal  topics.  L aunched in 2 0 1 5 ,  the “ CARE ”  initiativ e led to a 
3 0 % decrease in recordable incidents in just  two years.

Technology has prov ided tangible benef its in Sim plot’ s retail  busi-
ness—earning greater ef f iciencies and im prov ing the custom er 
relationship.  F or exam ple,  by m ov ing to centraliz ed dispatching,  the 
N orthern P lains group increased ef f iciency and reduced costs by 
m ore than $ 1  m ill ion.

Custom ers,  such as Chris P ayne in eastern Oregon,  report technology 
has helped the experience with SGS be ev en m ore serv ice-f ocused.
“ T he am ount of  technology they hav e sets them  apart,  and their abil-
ity to use that technology is better than ev erybody else, ”  P ayne says. 
“ When we need som ething—a spreader pass,  an application,  any-
thing—ev erything is within 2 4  hours. ”

P ayne works with Rod Steele,  a  crop adv iser out of  Ontario,  Ore.
“ One of  the tools I  use a lot  is  the scouting app in Sim plot  Adv isor, ” 
Steele says.  “ I  can em ail  reports directly to the grower,  which doesn’ t 
replace a one-on-one conv ersation,  but it  creates a log and a way to 
keep records.  When I  call  and f ollow up with the grower,  we can both 
see the pressures now v ersus a week ago or ev en com pared to last 
season. ”

As part of  its m ission,  SGS aim s to m axim iz e yields and optim iz e in-
puts—with econom ics and the env ironm ent always top of  m ind.  T his 
encom passes crop f ertil ity ( and the com pany’ s com m itm ent to 4 R N u-
trient Stewardship) ,  crop protection and water.  Crop consultant Gary 
Toschi  explains this includes working with growers to adopt new tools 
such as drip irrigation,  which is 9 5 % ef f icient,  and replaces f lood ir-
rigation,  which is only 6 5 % ef f icient.

One of  Toschi’ s custom ers,  Dav id Mettler with K irshm an F arm s Inc. ,  in 
L am ont,  Calif . ,  explains he’ s integrated in the f arm’ s day-to-day.

Global Perspective, Local Service
“The two most important relationships in any retail  business are the 
relationships with your vendors and with your custom ers, ”  says Dav e 
Dufault,  vice president with Simplot.  “We thrive with a hands-on,  high 
level  of  service,  and we back that sale up—from the crop adv iser to 
the person answering the phone at  the office to the person m aking 
product deliveries.  We have a lot  of  relationships within that custom -
er’s experience,  and that’s important.”

There’s an ongoing effort  to bring in new talen t and f oster their 
growth.

“We try to provide young crop advisers with m entorship 
from our more experienced crop advisers, ”  says Rick  
Sotti le,  market manager,  South San Joaquin Val ley,  SGS.  “ T his 
includes ride-alongs to check fields and work with custom ers  
together.  It  helps to demonstrate how to talk f ace to f ace 
with the customer—how that’s supposed to look and how 
it’s supposed to sound as they share the ir knowledge  
with farmers.”

SGS employs 120 CCAs/PCAs and has 22 employees dedicated as tech-
nology staff.  The company has three technology pro ducts:  Sm artF arm , 
Field Stripes and Simplot  Advisor.  SmartFarm brings technology re-
sources to create site-specific solutions through soil  testing,  satell ite 
imagery and more.  It ’s a precision ag platform for adv isers working 
with farmers to identify management zones,  use specif ic prescrip-
tions and variable-rate apply crop inputs.  Field Stripes are “ no-risk 
product trials” where farmers put out f ield trials with side-by-side 
comparisons,  and if  the trial  doesn’t  result  in an econom ic benef it,  the 
grower doesn’t  pay for it .  Simplot  Advisor is an app paired with Sm art-
Farm to bring mobile capabilit ies for analysis and decision-m aking, 
including:  scouting,  soil  sampling,  lab results,  product prescriptions, 
Worker Protection Standard documentation and more.

With its expansive footprint  and employee head count,  the com pany 
is committed to safety.  All  of  its retail  locations are registered with 
ResponsibleAg,  and 61% are ResponsibleAg-certified.

“ I’ v e been working with Gary f or  18 ye ar s ,  an d  we  d o  a lo t  o f  s o il  te s t-
ing and rem ote sensing to m an age  c r o p  in p u ts ,  an d  h e’s  in c r e d ib ly 
helpf ul  to us with the cost-to-exp e n s e  b e n e fit  r atio ,” Me ttle r  s ays .

As part of  its env ironm ental  stewar d s h ip ,  S G S  mar ke ts  mo r e  th an  10 
specif ic cov er crop m ixes to m atc h  th e  s o il  an d  th e  p u r p o s e .

“ Sustainability is  som ething we  h ave  to  l ive  e ve r y s in gle  d ay,” e x -
plains L of to,  the CE O.  “ Our em p lo ye e s  take  s u s tain ab ility ve r y s e r i-
ously because it ’ s all  about how we  d o  mo r e  with  le s s .  It ’s  c r itic al 
to our custom er hopef ully putti n g mo r e  mo n e y in  th e ir  p o c ke t s o  th at 
they can reinv est in their operatio n s  an d  gr o w th e ir  b u s in e s s .”

In the past 1 2  years,  the retail  d ivis io n  h as  gr o wn  th r e e  time s  o ve r. 
Duf ault  explains this is  driv en b y th e  c o mp an y’s  p e r s p e c tive  o n  its 
daily business.

“ It’ s not  the num ber of  tons we s e ll  o r  th e  n u mb e r  o f  p o u n d s  o r  gallo n s 
of  product, ”  he says.  “ What we’r e  r e ally d o in g with  e ac h  ac r e  is  we’r e 
f eeding m ore people,  and that’ s  a d iffe r e n t way o f  lo o kin g at  th in gs , 
but it ’ s  som ething that ev eryone  c an  take  p r id e  in .”

Duf ault  says the f orward-lookin g p e r s p e c tive  is  als o  p r o p e llin g wh e r e 
the com pany is headed in the f utu r e .

“ Scott  Sim plot,  our chairm an,  o n e  d ay as ke d  me , ‘Wh at’s  it  go in g to 
look l ike in 3 0  years? ’  And I  answe r e d  th at th e  way we’r e  go in g to  far m 
is going to be so m uch dif f erent th an  to d ay.  Th e  p r o d u c ts  we  u s e  ar e 
going to look dif f erent.  And our o u tp u t will  go  to  a d iffe r e n t c o n s u m-
er, ”  he says.  “ We will  f ind ways  to  h e lp  th e  gr o we r  ad ap t to  te c h n o l-
ogy,  new products,  new m ethod s  o f  far min g,  an d  th at’s  wh e r e  we’r e 
going to excel  in the f uture. ”
L ooking ahead,  L of to says the b u s in e s s  will  c o n tin u e  to  e vo lve  as  th e 
com pany grows,  but the relation s h ip  with  th e  gr o we r  will  r e main  as 
the central  f ocus of  that growth.
“ We see growth,  and we see effic ie n c y gain s ,  b u t as  we  lo o k to  gr o w 
our business in the U. S.  and inter n atio n ally,  wh at o u r  b u s in e s s  is  with 
Sim plot  Grower Solutions does n o t c h an ge —it’s  th e  r e latio n s h ip  with 
the grower. ” 
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ARA Board Members Financials
C u r r e n t  t h r o u g h  y e a r  e n d i n g  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8

S C O T T  S C H E R T Z 
S c h e r t z  A e r i a l  S e r v i c e

R I C H A R D  L L O Y D 
V a l l e y  A g r o n o m i c s

A M Y  A S M U S 
A s m u s  F a r m  S u p p l y

B I L L  R O W L A N D 
B A S F

J O H N  O S T E R 
M o r r a l  C o m p a n i e s

T R O Y  J O H N S O N 
W i l b u r  E l l i s  ( C h a i r m a n )

B R A D  S T E D M A N 
W i n f i e l d  S o l u t i o n s

D A V E  T H O M A S 
H e l e n a  A g r i  E n t e r p r i s e s

R O D  W E L L S 
G R O W M A R K

D E A N  W I L L I A M S 
P i n n a c l e  A g  H o l d i n g s

D A V E  S P E A R S 
M i d - K a n s a s  C o o p e r a t i v e

T I M  W I T C H E R 
G r e e n p o i n t  A g

P A U L  N E L S O N 
C a r o l i n a  E a s t e r n  V a i l

B A R R Y  D A Y 
S u p e r i o r  A g

T R A C Y  L I N B O 
A g t e g r a  C o o p e r a t i v e

G R I F F I N  E V A N S 
R . W.  G r i f f i n  F e e d ,  
S e e d  &  F e r t i l i z e r

R A N D Y  S T E P H E N S 
S u r e - G r o w  A g

M A R K  A L D A X 
M i d  V a l l e y  A g

I A N  M C G R E G O R 
T h e  M c G r e g o r  C o m p a n y

G A R Y  V O G E N 
Ya r a  N o r t h  A m e r i c a

K E N  L E H M A N N 
C a s e  I H

B R O O K E  M C M U L L I N 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R a w  M a t e r i a l s

M A R K  H E L T 
B a y e r  C r o p S c i e n c e

J O H N  D E M E R LY 
C o r t e v a  A g r i s c i e n c e ,  
A g r i c u l t u r e  D i v i s i o n  
o f  D o w - D u P o n t

P A U L  B A C K M A N 
S y n g e n t a

B O B  T R O G E L E 
A M V A C

T I M  R I C H I E 
M o s a i c

R Y A N  B U R K E 
G a v i l o n / M i c r o - S o u r c e

B R E T T  N I G H T I N G A L E 
C F  I n d u s t r i e s

T O B Y  H L A V I N K A 
A m e r i c a n  P l a n t  F o o d  C o r p o r a t i o n

D A V E  W E B S T E R 
A G C O

M A T T  T R I P P 
J o h n  D e e r e

D A R I N  E B E L I N G 
S a c k e t t - W a c o n i a

J A S O N  L E U D E R S 
C o B a n k

E R N I E  C H A P P E L L 
E F C  S y s t e m s

J E A N  P A Y N E 
I l l i n o i s  F e r t i l i z e r  &  C h e m i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

D O U G  C A T T 
F a r m  J o u r n a l / A g  P r o f e s s i o n a l

C H R I S  J A H N 
T h e  F e r t i l i z e r  I n s t i t u t e

D O O I E  L E A C H 
F C I

A L  L U K E 
B a y e r  C r o p S c i e n c e

T I M  M C A R D L E 
B r a n d t

G A R Y  H A LV O R S O N 
C H S

B I L LY  P I R K L E 
N u t r i e n

J O H N  K A S P E R 
F M C

P E T E R  N I B O L I 
S i m p l o t  G r o w e r  S o l u t i o n s

M I K E  H E M M A N 
D u P o n t

J A Y  V R O O M 
C r o p L i f e  A m e r i c a

L E R O Y  S T A R T Z 
A g  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t

D A R E N  C O P P O C K 
A R A  ( e x - o f f i c i o )

Ag ricultural Retailers Association  
S tatement of Financial Position
September 30, 2018

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $1,17 7,94 9
Accounts receivable 10,950
Prepaid expenses 153,381
Investments 4,7 30,57 5
Proper t y and equipment, net 125,892
O ther assets 14,161

TOTAL assets $6,212,908

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable & accrued expenses $84,057
Def erred rent 7,04 0
Def erred income 1,782,093

TOTAL liabilities 1,87 3,190

Net Assets:
Unrestricted 4,339,718

Total liabilities and net assets $6,212,908

Change in Net Assets $322,223
Beg inning of year 4,017,4 95
End of year 4,339,718

Ag ricultural Retailers Association  
Consolidated S tatement of Activities
September 30, 2018

Revenue and Suppor t
Membership dues $2,233,798
Annual conf erence 822,376
Publications and royalties 4 3,335
Sponsorship, g rants and other 84,025
PAC administration 76,17 3
ARAPAC Contributions 91,895
O ther income 29,4 01

TOTAL revenue $3,381,003

E xpenses
Annual conf erence $720,7 70
Communications 213,829
Governance 363,370
Government relations 885,710

TOTAL prog ram services 2,183,679

Manag ement and general 566,4 06
Membership services 676,596

TOTAL suppor ting services 1,24 3,002

TOTAL expenses $3,426,681

Net Gain f rom Operations $(4 5,678)
Investment income g ain/loss 367,901
Change in net assets 322,223
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