
 

 

November 30, 2022 

 

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer   Republican Leader Mitch McConnell 

U.S. Senate      U.S. Senate 

S-221 U.S. Capitol     S-230 U.S. Capitol 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi     Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy 

U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 

H-232 U.S. Capitol     H-204 U.S. Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, Republican Leader McConnell, and Republican Leader 

McCarthy: 

 

On behalf of our collective food and agricultural memberships, we write to urge Congress to pass legislation 

immediately to adopt the Tentative Agreement between railroad unions and management to avert a potentially 

crippling national rail shutdown. 

 

A strike or lockout combined with existing challenges in the rail system, at our ports, with trucking and with 

record low water levels on the Mississippi River impacting numerous barge shipments would have harmful 

consequences for the agricultural and broader U.S. economies. 

 

We urge Congress to deliver a bipartisan bill to the president’s desk well in advance of December 9 at 12:01am 

when a strike or lockout could occur.  As experienced in September, rail services are anticipated to begin 

winding down approximately one week in advance of December 9.  We thank you for your responsiveness to 

this imminent supply chain issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Agricultural Transportation Working Group 

 

Agribusiness Association of Iowa 

Agribusiness Council of Indiana 

Agricultural and Food Transporters Conference 

Agricultural Council of Arkansas 

Agricultural Retailers Association 

Agriculture Transportation Coalition 

Alabama Beverage Association 

Amcot 

American Bakers Association 

American Beverage Association 

American Cotton Producers 

American Cotton Shippers Association 

American Farm Bureau Federation 

American Feed Industry Association 

American Frozen Food Institute 

American Malting Barley Association 

American Peanut Shellers Association 

American Pulse Association 



 

 

American Seed Trade Association 

American Sheep Industry Association 

American Soybean Association 

American Sugar Alliance 

American Sugar Cane League 

Arizona Beverage Association 

Arkansas Rice 

Arkansas Soybean Association 

Beef Alliance 

Beer Institute 

Border Trade Alliance 

California Alfalfa and Forage Association 

California Cattlemen’s Association 

California Cotton Ginner & Growers Association 

California Fresh Fruit Association 

California Grain and Feed Association 

California Seed Association 

California Walnut Commission 

California Warehouse Association 

Can Manufacturers Institute 

Carolina Feed Industry Association 

Colorado Association of Wheat Growers 

Consumer Brands Association 

Corn Refiners Association 

Cotton Growers Warehouse Association 

Cotton Warehouse Association of America 

Cottonseed and Feed Association 

Council for Responsible Nutrition 

Distilled Spirits Council of the U.S. 

Farm Credit Council 

Florida Cattlemen’s Association 

Florida Feed Association 

FMI - The Food Industry Association 

Forest Resources Association 

Fresh Produce Association of the Americas 

Georgia Beverage Association 

Global Cold Chain Alliance 

Grain and Feed Association of Illinois 

Growth Energy 

Hops Growers of America 

Idaho-Oregon Fruit and Vegetable Association 

Institute of Shortening and Edible Oils 

International Bottled Water Association 

International Dairy Foods Association 

International Foodservice Distributors Association 

International Fresh Produce Association 

Iowa Renewable Fuels Association 

Juice Products Association 

Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association 

Kansas Beverage Association 



 

 

Kansas Grain and Feed Association 

Kansas Livestock Association 

Leather and Hide Council of America 

Maine Beverage Association 

MD-DE-DC Beverage Association 

Meat Import Council of America 

Michigan Agri-Business Association 

Michigan Bean Commission 

Michigan Bean Shippers 

Michigan Soft Drink Association 

Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 

Minnesota Beverage Association 

Minnesota Crop Production Retailers 

Minnesota Grain and Feed Association 

Missouri Agribusiness Association 

Montana Agricultural Business Association 

Montana Beverage Association 

Montana Feed Association 

Montana Grain Elevator Association 

Montana Grain Growers Association 

National Aquaculture Association 

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

National Association of Wheat Growers 

National Barley Growers Association 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 

National Confectioners Association 

National Corn Growers Association 

National Cotton Council 

National Cotton Ginners Association 

National Cottonseed Products Association 

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives 

National Fisheries Institute 

National Grain and Feed Association 

National Grange 

National Milk Producers Federation 

National Oilseed Processors Association 

National Onion Association 

National Pasta Association 

National Pecan Shellers Association 

National Propane Gas Association 

National Sorghum Producers 

National Sunflower Association 

National Turkey Federation 

Nebraska Agri-Business Association 

Nebraska Beverage Association 

Nebraska Cattlemen 

Nebraska Cooperative Council 

Nebraska Dry Pea & Lentil Commission 

Nebraska Wheat Board 

Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 



 

 

North American Equipment Dealers Association 

North American Meat Institute 

North American Millers' Association 

North American Renderers Association 

North Carolina Agribusiness Council 

North Dakota Agricultural Association 

North Dakota Ethanol Producers Association 

North Dakota Grain Dealers Association 

North Dakota Grain Growers Association 

North Dakota Wheat Commission 

Northeast Agribusiness and Feed Alliance 

Ohio AgriBusiness Association 

Ohio Beverage Association 

Oklahoma Agribusiness Retailers Association 

Oklahoma Beverage Association 

Oklahoma Grain & Feed Association 

Oklahoma Sorghum Growers 

Oklahoma Wheat Growers Association 

Oregon Feed & Grain Association 

Oregon Wheat Growers League 

Pacific Coast Renderers Association 

Pacific Egg and Poultry Association 

Pacific Northwest Asia Shippers Association 

Pacific Northwest Grain & Feed Association 

Pacific Seed Association 

Peanut and Tree Nut Processors Association 

Pet Food Institute 

Plains Cotton Growers, Inc. 

Private Railcar Food and Beverage Association 

Refrigerated Foods Association 

Renew Kansas Biofuels Association 

Renewable Fuels Association 

Rhode Island Beverage Association 

Rocky Mountain Agribusiness Association 

SNAC International 

South Carolina Beverage Association 

South Dakota Agri-Business Association 

Southeastern Grain & Feed Association 

Southwest Council of Agribusiness 

Soy Transportation Coalition 

Specialty Crop Trade Council 

Specialty Soya and Grains Alliance 

Sweetener Users Association 

Tennessee Beverage Association 

Tennessee Feed and Grain Association 

Texas Ag Industries Association 

Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council 

Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association 

Texas Association of Dairymen 

Texas Beverage Association 



 

 

Texas Cattle Feeders Association 

Texas Corn Producers Association 

Texas Grain and Feed Association 

Texas Poultry Federation 

Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers’ Association 

Texas Soybean Association 

Texas Wheat Producers Association 

The Association for Dressings & Sauces 

The Fertilizer Institute 

The Vinegar Institute 

TN Feed & Grain Assn 

United Dairymen of Arizona 

United Egg Producers 

US Canola Association 

U.S. Forage Export Council 

U.S. Meat Export Federation 

US Pea and Lentil Trade Association 

U.S. Peanut Federation 

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association 

US Rice Producers Association 

USA Dry Pea and Lentil Council 

USA Rice 

Utah Beverage Association 

Virginia Beverage Association 

Washington Association of Wheat Growers 

Washington Grain Commission 

Washington State Potato Commission 

West Virginia Beverage Association 

Western Agricultural Processors Association 

Western Growers 

Western Peanut Growers Association 

Wine America 

Wine Institute 

Wisconsin Agri-Business Association 

Wyoming Ag Business Association 

Wyoming Wheat Marketing Commission 

 

 

cc:   Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Members 

Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee Members 

   House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Members 

 

 


